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2021 Annual Report 
The Northern Hills Area CASA Program 

Find us on  www.nhcasa.org 
 

https://www.nhcasa.com/
https://www.facebook.com/northernhillscasa
https://twitter.com/nhcasa
https://www.instagram.com/nhcasa
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Our volunteers are amazing! 

 

The heart and soul of every CASA program is its volunteers. We think NHCASA has some of the 

best! Here are just a few examples: 

 

After only a few short weeks of being sworn in as a brand-new volunteer, this CASA eagerly        

accepted her first appointment, which involved four  children under the age of 7, in different  

placements. This volunteer went above and beyond the requirements of a CASA. She helped DSS 

with transportation, played a mediator role between foster parents, and offered respite care in 

order to give the providers a much-needed break. She initiated numerous contacts, which resulted 

in a record-breaking 42-page CASA Report. She advocated heavily for enhancing the sibling        

relationships and planned play dates so the kids could see each other. She always kept the best 

interests of each individual child at the forefront and underwent a grueling cross-examination 

during testimony. Even though it was an extremely difficult case, she always kept a cool and calm 

composure, while seeking to help the children through her nurturing demeanor. This CASA        

volunteer is truly one-of-a-kind and has a heart of gold. Her detailed documentation earned her 

rave reviews from the Court. 

 

A CASA volunteer provided advocacy for three children on a case that opened due to a mother’s 

methamphetamine use. The mother completed a chemical dependency program and participated 

in individual counseling as a means to address her depression. The CASA fought hard for the    

children to return to their mother’s care on an in-home safety plan through a trial reunification, all 

of which would be under the premise the mother continue with her therapy and outpatient    

treatment. Trust was established between the mother and the CASA. The case was eventually 

closed with a successful reunification. The volunteer played an essential role in this case, as she 

provided resources, support, and recommendations for services, for the children and the mother. 

These advocacy efforts resulted in a positive outcome for the entire family unit. 

 

Are you looking for an opportunity to make a   

difference? Consider becoming a CASA               

volunteer, board member or event committee 

member. Our program—and our children—rely 

on you! 
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Kate Kelley               

Executive Director 

Amy Cermak            

Child Advocacy Specialist 

Renae Servaty                     

Director of Program 

Management 

Brenda Mosset           

Office Administrator 

2020 NHCASA Board of Directors 

Josh Horak       

President 

Bryan Walker        

Secretary/Treasurer 

Tia Behrens         

Vice President 

Holly Mortenson Tiffany Even Michaela Anderson 

NHCASA Staff  

 

Staci Miller 

Lyndsay Schreiber Clara Garvin Grable Jessica Dufner Natalie Owens 

https://www.nhcasa.com/board-of-directors/
https://www.nhcasa.com/staff/
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*Gwen Artz, Belle Fourche 
*Marcia Barnes, Spearfish 

Margaret Bolte, Belle Fourche 
Danielle Flom, Spearfish 
*Maria Bury, Spearfish 

*Michelle Clark, Spearfish 
Marjorie Coy, Belle Fourche 

Karleen Dagit, Lead 

*Barbara Donat, Spearfish 

Greg Donat, Black Hawk 
*Angie Duncan, Spearfish 

*Carol Edwards, Lead  
*Russell Eisenbraun, Sturgis 
*Meg English, Belle Fourche 

Claire Garvin Grable, Spearfish 
*Mandi Gould, Spearfish 

*Susie Gross, Belle Fourche 

*Holly Hansen, Spearfish 

*Diane Helfrich, Belle Fourche 
*Victoria Hogrefe, Spearfish 

*Michaela Kallis, Spearfish 
*Earla Karels, Rapid City 

*Sharon Lyftogt, Belle Fourche 

*Rita Manley, Sturgis 
*Kim Marsing, Sturgis 

*Lucius May, Spearfish 
*Bonnie Miller, Sturgis 

*Virginia Mollman, Spearfish 
*Sarah Munce, Sioux Falls 

*Julia O’Neil-King, Spearfish 
*Calvin Reilly, Belle Fourche 

*Britney Routh, Spearfish 

*Denny Schatzle, Spearfish 
John Schmeltzer, Spearfish 

Gayle Schuster, Spearfish 
*Samara Soyland, Spearfish 
*Bonnie Speidel, Spearfish 

*Elana Stalder, Spearfish 
*Linda Stambaugh, Newell 

*Jessica Stanton, Spearfish 

Nancy Thiel, Isabel 

*Leslie Wangeman, Spearfish 
*Misty West, Newell 

 
*Active on a case in 2021 

 

2021 NHCASA Volunteers 

In 2021, we lost a valuable member 

of the CASA family, Eva Doyle. Eva 

advocated on behalf of one young 

man who really needed someone in 

his corner. Eva was that person. We 

will miss her beautiful smile and 

compassionate spirit! 

https://www.nhcasa.com/volunteer-spotlight/
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2021 New Advocates 

NHCASA welcomed 2 new volunteers who participated in our spring new volunteer training. 
Each volunteer completed the more than 30-hour training, which included understanding 
children and families, the court system, the child protection system, cultural awareness, men-
tal health issues, the Indian Child Welfare Act, investigating, advocating and report writing.  

NHCASA Spring 2021 Class: 

Virginia Mollman and Holly Hansen pictured with Judge Michelle Comer 
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2020 NHCASA Awardees 

“Spirit of CASA” - Linda Stambaugh, CASA Volunteer 

“Above and Beyond” - Luke May, CASA Volunteer 

“Outstanding New Volunteer” - Michelle Clark, CASA Volunteer 

“Continual Excellence in Advocacy” - Clara Garvin Grable, CASA Volunteer 

“Outstanding Board Member” - Holly Mortenson 

“Outstanding Service to Children” - Calvin & Gayle Reilly 

“Partner of CASA” - BetterLife 

“Friend of CASA” - Doug Lueders & Leuders Food Center 

“Excellence in Court Reporting” - Bonnie Speidel, CASA Volunteer 

“Optima Excellence” - Julia O’Neil-King 

Special Award — John Kelley  

Award winners Holly Mortenson, Michelle Clark, Luke May, Gayle & Calvin Reilly, Linda Stambaugh,                       

Clara Garvin Grable, Julia O’Neil King, Becky Helmberger and Autum Johnson 

Honoring our Volunteers 

In October, NHCASA honored our volunteers and community partners with our annual         

Volunteer Recognition Banquet. The theme was “Oktoberfest”. NHCASA presented awards to 

volunteers and to area partners who support the program.  

https://www.nhcasa.com/volunteer-banquet/
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By the Numbers 

In 2021, NHCASA provided direct services to 79 abused/neglected children through the      

advocacy efforts of 36 trained volunteers. We attended 197 court hearings, traveling between 

four county courthouses.  

Case Report: January 1, 2021 through December 31, 2021 

                     Children Served 

 

 

Case Numbers/History 

 All               

Counties 

Lawrence   

County 

Butte          

County 

Meade       

County 

Perkins Corson Ziebach 

Active 52 24 9 17 1 2 2 

Referred 27 8 10 6 0 0 0 

Closed 43 21 9 11 1 1 0 

Total Served 79 32 18 23 1 2 2 

Case Outcome Summary  

Adopted 19 

Reunification with   

parent(s)/caretaker(s) 

9 

Child turned 18/21 2 

Living with other     

relative 

1 

Guardianship 6 

Case Dismissed 6 

Left DSS Custody 1 

Runaway 1 

Year Cases Children Volunteers Hours* Donated Mileage 

2021 51 79 36 2,911 $3,656 

2020 60 98 44 3,260 $2,805 

2019 59 113 40 3,056  

2018 56 88 39 2,206.8  

2017 62 105 36 2,159  

2016 52 95 35 1,854  

Year Cases Children Volunteers Hours 

2015 54 103 35 6,300 

2014 51 110 35 6,300 

2013 52 99 37 6,660 

2012  61 111 39 7,020 

2011 74 127 49 12,192 

2010 73 134 40 12,864 

*Value based on hours submitted by volunteers. Mileage is calculated at $.14 per mile. 
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Virtual Reality 

Despite COVID still affecting large gatherings, we were able to provide our volunteers several 
opportunities to network and gain continuing education hours. The National CASA              
Association and the South Dakota Court Improvement Program (CIP) provided a wealth of 
knowledge via webinars and Zoom 
events. 

February: Renae held an Optima Re-
fresher Lunch & Learn and held a   
virtual Happy Hour, “Wine and 
Whine”. 

March: Cup o’ CASA, a Lunch & Learn 
on Wendy’s Wonderful Kids and      
Optima Training. 

April: Child Abuse and Neglect Awareness Month Kick-
off event and new volunteer training 

May: Lunch & Learn featuring the film “Not Just Jenna” 
and Cup o’ CASA 

June: CASA picnic 

August: CIP Training—Safety Planning and Conditions 
for Return 

September: Foster Care Licens-
ing, CIP Training—Family Con-

siderations during Abuse & Neglect Cases, Cup o’ CASA, and Com-
munity Response to Child Abuse Conference held in Sioux Falls and 
virtually 

October: CIP Training—Connecting Families with Services, and the 
annual volunteer appreciation banquet 

November: Cup o’ CASA, CIP Training—Stress Triggers on Families 
during the Holidays 

December: Wrap Day and CIP Training—Codington County Family 
Court Pilot Project 
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Thank You to Our Generous Community 

Black Hills Community Bank 

Rapid City Rush & Black Hills Energy 

Lead Community Foundation 

Scheels 

Monument Health, Deadwood 

Sawyer Brewing 

MIDCO 
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The NHCASA Raffle, sponsored 
by the board of directors, gave 
the winner the option of a trip 
to Jamaica, Bali or $2,500 cash. 
Lenny and Cassie Gomez, 
Spearfish, will be going to     
Jamaica! 

In 2022, 136 riders participated in the third annual Black Hills Super 6 race in August. The course 

featured a 3 hour–3 mile route and a 6 hour–6 mile route. Racers, staff, and volunteers helped raise 

over $12,800 for NHCASA. The annual event is coordinated by Jon and Diana Reth and will remain on 

the third Saturday of August. 

The 35th Annual CASA Spearfish 
Canyon Half Marathon and 5K 
Run/Walk was held July 10th 
with beautiful, cool weather for 
our runners. Thanks to our dedi-
cated sponsors and 396 partici-
pants, NHCASA made over 
$25,000 from the event. The 
2022 event will be held July 9. 

NHCASA Raises Funds, Awareness and Fun with a Variety of Events 

The Days of ‘76 Rodeo 
in Deadwood provided 
an opportunity for 
NHCASA board mem-
bers and volunteers to 
raise awareness and 
funds for NHCASA. This 
year’s bartending tips 
totaled $2,797. 
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How NHCASA funds are earned and spent: 
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NHCASA is grateful to the following individuals, companies, foundations, and communities, whose 

contributions from January 1 through December 31, 2021, made our work possible.  

ABBVIE 
Adams Mastrovich Foundation 
Akela Spa of Deadwood* 
Alpine Impressions* 
Amazon Smile 
American Family Insurance Dreams 
Foundation 
Arlene Cox* 
Aviands* 
Barbacoa’s* 
Bear Country 
Belle Fourche Lions Club 
Ben & Elizabeth Sayler  
Benevity Community Impact Fund 
Better Bookkeeping 
BetterLife 
Black Hills Energy 
Black Hills Equipment Rental 
Black Hills FCU 
Black Hills Pioneer* 
Black Hills TV* 
Black Hills Woodworkers* 
Bob Burnett Agency 
Buffalo Jump Steak House 
Butte County 
Cathy Segrist 
City of Belle Fourche 
City of Deadwood 
City of Spearfish 
City of Whitewood 
Coca Cola Bottling Co.* 
Coeur Wharf 
Corson County 
Culver’s, Spearfish* 
Dakota Title 
Emily Bush 
First Gold Hotel & Gaming* 
First Interstate Bank—Spearfish 
FIB Bancsystem Foundation 
First Presbyterian Church, Sturgis 
Gerie Ericson 
Good Earth Natural Foods 
Green Bean* 

 

Guadalajara’s* 
HealthSource Chiropractic* 
Isaac & Amy Allen 
Jeff Wiswall 
Jerde Ole 
Jim & Jan Wright 
John & Lisa Carlson 
John & Lin Carr* 
John & Kate Kelley 
Kerrie Applegate 
KEVN Black Hills FOX* 
Ketel Thorstenson LLP 
Knecht Home Center 
Lantis Enterprises 
Lawrence County  
Legacy Financial Partners 
LFP Consulting 
Lueder’s Food Center, Spearfish* 
Lynn, Jackson, Shultz & Lebrun 
Lynn’s Discount Foods, Sturgis 
Lynn’s Discount Foods, Belle 
Fourche 
Lynn’s Discount Foods, Rapid City 
Lyondell/Basel 
Marco Technologies 
Marcia Barnes 
McDonald’s* 
Minitman Fuel* 
MDU Resources Foundation 
MIDCO Foundation 
Mike & Liz Manning 
Mike Zilberstein 
Monument Health 
Monument Health, Lead-   
     Deadwood Clinic 
National CASA Association 
Northern Hills FCU 
Outdoor Motor Sports 
Party Time Liquor* 
Paul Slavec 
Phillips 66 
Pioneer Bank & Trust 
Platinum Car Brokers 
Prairie Harvest 

Prestige Auto Sales 
RCS Construction 
Real Estate Center, Spearfish 
Realtors for Kids 
Ron & Diane Johnson 
Sabers Agency 
Sandra Addy 
Sawyer Brewing Co. 
Scheels* 
SD CASA Commission 
SD Community Foundation 
SD Court Improvement Program 
Smokes N’ Things 
Spearfish Ambulance* 
Spearfish Brewing Co. 
Spearfish Building & Supply* 
Spearfish Community Foundation 
Spearfish Economic Development 
Spearfish Electric & Heating 
Spearfish Family Dentistry 
Spearfish Forest Products—
 Neiman 
Spearfish Optimists 
SRAM/Quarq* 
Stadium Sports Grill 
Stephanie Butt 
Strider Sports 
Sturgis Rally Charities Foundation 
Superior Sanitation* 
Tara Ulmer 
Two Wheeler Dealer* 
United Way of the Northern Hills 
United Way of Sturgis 
Vanguard Charitable 
Vern Bills—New York Life  
 Insurance 
Visit Spearfish 
VOCA 
Walter & Francis Greet Charitable 
WELCA  
Xtreme Dakota Bikes 
Zonta of Spearfish 
 
 

 

Donors 

*Gift In Kind 

https://www.nhcasa.com/ways-to-give/
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Visit us at 

www.nhcasa.org 

NHCASA is a United Way agency. 

Find us on Facebook 

741 North 5th Street 

Spearfish, SD 57783 

Ph: (605) 722-4558 Fx: (605) 722-4559 

www.nhcasa.org  

http://www.nhcasa.org
https://www.facebook.com/northernhillscasa
https://www.facebook.com/spearfishcanyonhalf
https://www.facebook.com/bhsuper6
https://www.nhcasa.com/

